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8 VOTES axp PROCEEDINGS, Qcroder 1771.

Which was read ;3 and the Amendments propofed were read and agreed te, and the Bill
palled for engrofling. . '
Orpzrep, That Mr. Hall and Mr. Grahame do prefent the Addrefs to his Excellency,
which was prcparcq Yefterday., T'hiey return and acquaint Mr. Speaker they have delivered it.
The engroffed Bill N°. 39, was read and affented to, and fent to the Upper Houfe with the
Paper Bill thereof, by Mr. T, Wright and Mr. W, Richardfon.
The Houfe adjourns till To-morrow Morning g o’ Clack.

S AT UR D A Y,  November 30, 1771.
HE Houfe met. All Members prefent as on Yefterday, except Mr., Weems.

The Proceedings of Yefterday were read. , ‘
His Exccllency communicates to Mt. Speaker the following Meflage.

t Gentlemen of the Lower Houft of Afembly,

A S1N CER E undiffembled Solicitude for the Welfare of the People, and a generous in-
ié\ flexible Firmnefs in vindicating their conftitutional Privileges, are fo lauda-le, that

ould be inclined at leaft, to excufe a little Excefs in the Mealdfes which a fanguine Difp fi-
tion might form, and eagerly purfue for the Promotion and Stability of the g neral Incerefts,
to fecure Property againft Rapacioulhefs and protect Liberty from Violation, but fo_many
Inftances have proved this Virtue ot Publick Spirit does not always exift in the greateft Purity,
when it is prfefled with the imoft ardent Zeal, that Caution and Hezitation in giving Credit
to fplendid Profeflions of Difintereftednefs, and of Regard for the general Good, can be blamed
only by the Folly of Credulity, and the Rathnefs of Inexperience. Rulers under the Vifor of
"Fendernefs, may infringe the Rights of the Subje@; and Demagogues under the Guife of Pa-
triotifm, fatally feduce their Followers into a Subferviency to their moft felfith Views. I with
to have the Sincerity of my Profefflons tried by my Adtions, and that they, who have arraign-
ed my Condu&®, may be judged bgr the fame Teft. The Cenfure you have pafled in your
violent Refolves on a Meafure, the Situation of the Ptovince confequent to your own Proceed-
ings in a late Sefion, rendered neceflary, and Pafages in my Meflage, at that Time, having
been interwoven with the Reafoning of your extraordinary Addrefs, oblige me to explain thofe
Proceedings, and inveftigate the Spirit that ditated them,; from which, if I am not very
much deceived, it will appear to have béen the great Objet to excite popular Animofity, and
‘that the Refentments you have exprefled againft my Proclamation, have proceeded from your
Perfuafion of its having been calculated to prevent Litigation and fecure the Publick Peace, and
your Apprehenfion, if left to its proper Effe&t, it would extinguifh the Difcontent you took fo
much Pains to kindle. They who are moft impatient of the regular Controuls of an Authority
to which they are fubordinate, are, not feldom, eager to ufurp Power, and %ﬁed‘,‘ when
they expect gubmiﬂion, to exercife it with haughty Rigour, e ‘

The Commitment of Mr. Stexart, the Regifter of his Lordfhip’s Land-Offite, by the Lower
Houfe to the common Jail, to be there kept /fafe and clofe until difcharged by Oider of the Houft,
appeared to me to be moft arbitrary and oppreffive ; on this Occafion all the g&%vcrs, legiflative,
executive and judicial, were affumed by your Houfe. I interpofed and prorogued the Affembly,
and affigned the Reafons of my Conduét in the Meflage to which_you have alluded in your
Addrcfs, and which being fully explanatory of that Tranfaltion, 1 muft take the Liberty to

recite. :

« GENTLEMEN, .
- -e¢- It has been the Obje& of my anxious Attention;--and™is very earneft Wifh, to cgl.ti-
vate an amicable Underftanding with the Reprefentatives of the People of ﬁ:fary/and; ~and I am
therefore deeply affe@ed with Concern, to be thus “driven to :exp?‘fs a Difapprobation of the
Spirit by which fome of your Proceedings have becn guided, and which prompte your Lt Ad-
drefs. My Duty I fhall always efteem it to be, to avoid every Occafion of reafunable Con-
p'aint, but I muft not forget, that it is my indifpenfible Duty, to check the Exercife of fuch
.Powers, as are incompatible with the indubitable Authontg of Goverpment, the permanent
. Security of Property, and the conftitutional Liberty of the Subje&®. Pretences for Cenfure are
fo eafily framed, that the moft circumfpect Behavicur cannot prevent them. . ‘W-hen they un-
happily excite Animofity, éive Rife to querulous Expoltulation, tend to promote p -pular Dif-
content, and obftru@ the Courfe of punlick Bufinefs, though.the M fchiels they’ Pff’f’?ff»ﬁre
much to be lamented, yet I cannot but cerive great qu(ol;g(rm from R“e}ﬁ}e’ﬁlgn‘ when® they
fpring from Paffions 1 am not anfwerable for. Your politive Affertion, ' thatthe laft Pioroga'i-
on was an undue and ill-advifed Exertion of Power. permit me, Gentlendén, "t obiferve, car-
ries with it no Reafoning to convince my Judgment, nor any Authority to pﬁ;e‘.g:_!?qgf a Vindica-
tion, efpecially as the otives which influenccd me to apply for the Adv'?f?;[ih‘{f? who are
appuinted by the Conttitution 10 give it, ‘and the Reafons by which they e.\uf\ce‘d the Propt-ety
of their Opinion, have not been explained to you. When Conjeéture is indul t;q, there is

reat Danger of De«eption. Jealoufy may raife an Al.rm, which an a<cur§tgf! otmation;of
%ircumﬂames might prevent, and under ths Influence, Animadvertion be dxréaccj a:gamfft the

Produét of mere lmagination. W hether it would have been niore regulat: in 1'."“’?,951"‘:"{"{?‘{~';'t‘;




